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Abstract
A festival is a community event in which members of a particular social or religious
group take part. It acts as markers of social, historical or mythological events by recalling
the heroes and legends of a particular community. It also indicates the beginning or
ending of a season and other important phases of a year and serves as a medium of
understanding a particular community as it's through their institutionalization that one
can witness the tradition, the legends and the folklores which are associated with a
particular community. It begins as mere occasion but ultimately turns into deep rooted
tradition of a community. The Oraon or Kurukh are the men of festivals. The most of the
festivals of Oraon are seasonal involving the whole village community and are attached
closely to agriculture activities which reflect the relation that exists between the tribe,
nature and their religious beliefs such as DhanB uni, Hariari, Ban-gari, Kadleta,
Nawakhani, Khaliyani (Xalxo, 2007) etc. In the past, the Oraons celebrated almost all
these festivals, but at present these festivals can hardly be found in one village (Roy,
2019). The Oraons who are living the tea estates (especially in Dooars) are unaware or
indifferent of these festivals as these festivals are mainly concermed with agriculture. So,
it’s a matter of serious concern as many of their festivals are moving towards extinction.
But the major festivals like Fagua, Sarhul, Karam and Sohrae are celebrated by the entire

Oraon community irrespective of their different religious identification.
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The Play of Biopolitics in Mahasweta Devi’s Draupadi

Dr. MD Masihur Rahman

DOI: hitps-‘doi.org/ 10.2227 | ‘allresearch 2021 v7.i17Sa 8652

Abstract

Crtically considering the Agambenian status of “Camp (whach) is the very paradigm of political
space at the point of whach politics become Biopolitics and Homosacer is virtually confusced with the
citizen” and the Foucauldian concept of Biopolitics -a system of regulation of the human body both
biologically and politically, this article would like 1o cxplore the biopolitical praxis i Mahasweta
Devi's Draupadi— a shon story which tells about the explicit and exploitative represeniation of state-
sponsored violence and resistance to it by the subaltern representative. The state-sponsored violence
and the activities of the rebels set in a fictional but politically reverberating setting is an attractive field
of exploration. Looking at the shont story through the Foucauldian and Agambenian concept of
comtrolling Bios both biologically and politically, this article would like 10 assess the ways in which
Biopolitics coerces the population. This article would like to explore the biopelitical subjugation of the
subaltern and contributes 1o the discussion on Biopolitics

Keywords: Biopolitics, Foucault, Agamben, State, coercion, incarceration, subaltern

Introduction

Biopolitics emerged in the 1970s as a distinct sub-discipline in the powerful work of
Michel Foucault who first extensively examined the power of the state over the individual as
well as its citizens. Foucault used the term to denote the social and political power over life.
Biopolitics signifies the strategies and mechanism which directly or indirectly manage
‘channelize the individual as well as the population under the regime of authority. Often
political systems resort to surveillance, incarceration and killings in order to regulate the
thought process of the population as well as individuals. Foucault felt the ever-increasing
danger of “an omniscient government which conforms to the rule of right” (Foucault, 296).
This ommscient government accomplishes what 1s dictated by the capitalist economy. He
used the term “the polymorphous technigue of power™ (P-11)to express a particular
phenomenon in the modem political context, to poimt out the confluence/ “deployment of
power and knowledge™ (P-T3).

Polincal structures are moulded aiming at controlling people working at a different level.
Foucauldian biopolitics concerns itself with such production and management of power.
Such understanding expands the dictionary definition According w Oxford English
Dictionary, “Biopolitics is the interaction berween politics and biology. specially politically
motivated intervention in the growth and development of a population. ” Foucault expounds
on the regulation of the population using various devices. Political belief /position
determines the living condition of the population/individuals.

Giorgio Agamben’s work is vitally important in the context of 20"-century Biopolitics-
“ModernBiopolitics: the politics of the great totalitarian states of the 207 century
(Agamben, p- 119). Agamben concentrates, as part of modern biopolitics, on bare life - a
status in which the biological life of human beings becomes subject to political decisions and
objectification. He observes how “bare life” is subjected /projected to a status of exception
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Abstract:

There is a time when a teacher can recognize a student’
tried hard to reach out to the difficult areas! Now everythi 5-
months :.md we are strugeling to cope with the new no?r,nwli&.—
te the circumstances and schools and colleges are now likc a
cducational circumstances is the basic need to adjust both b
obstacles and challenges that we have to overcome— suwivzﬂ
well-being , and mental trauma. The scarcity of online infrast
sk to overcome. Governmental schemes to provide tablets an
a drop of water in the ocean! Whereas developed countries

h.enilmmurfnty we are still lagging to produce enough vaccines
nmely decision!

n_lind with his facial expressions and
1s under lockdown for more than 15

In a pandemic,economic and physical
ructure and the internet make a huge
d computers sometimes helps but only
administered more vaccines to cover

to coverup our countrymen against the
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:U:Til?alcf)]esi:;i;;:llt;*eioi?fms c‘t.o ha‘vc come to a standstill. Naturally, with the primary instinct of
S bi(l; o ng/t, Etuecda::;::ia;;is;tuuc:gs hl\ave beeln closed since 24th March 2020 , but
i 5 1 : ake a ‘bac Xscat’, the government insists on shiftinge
= l}:’: E:;ci_gru;eu::iienalcﬂ:n‘go ;:ya's;si::zr:l]zntﬂ c::‘nwwrtualt lplarforms, underscoring the fact that djgitizitzzz
I f . . ever, the question that plagues our mind i :
if:: ;:rt::: a s!::lanon the focus should be aclua!ly on h}lman life, why is fheggovcmmentn:u;i t:?::;\:zz::
" S W lr:l_l do not help us any better in fighting this pandemic situation? i}
sustc;;ll?cgc :?S tz:r'.nel ;:f' the pandemic, infused with Ai‘uili‘ng cc:_momies.when man’s survival and
limbe el ;.a & .th‘efc are no doubt ll-!at education is a privilege. Yet education is one of the
B o ! which F:w”zalmn cannot t.txlst. When ph;,rsu:al proximity is deathly dangerous, the
mnvcyon”;l century, intoxicated by the wrtuall and _pr:u:ucnlly living in it, quite obviously makes a
hat trajectory and pretends to call it *online cducation’.
ime?;f;::)rgng Eo U'b:I[Cl_EF, ir} 71 countries wo_rldwidc. less than half the population has access to the
i espite this d.mpanly, 7:? percent of governments out of 127 reporting countries are using
e platforms to deliver education while schools remain closed. Even developing countries across
alin America and the Caribbean region emphasize learning through online platforms. As nearly 1.2

billi 7 2

llion schoolchildren remain affected by school closures and as they grapple with the realities of
"“--_-_—-—-—-..q.___——_————— — —_— —————————————————————————————
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The Colonial Evils Depicted in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darbiness

Md Masihur Rahman

Abstract

Written in the colonial context, loseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness 1s a potential e
of the nature of colonial evils and hypocrisy. Set in an atmosphere of gloomv da
dominated by criminality towards humanity the narrator reveals his agonising experi

realisation regarding organised plunder of the colonial human/natural resources. The novella
published in book format in 1902, is partly based on the writer’s experience in the Coneo
basin where he was appointed a captain of a river steamer named Roi Des Belges in 1890
The novella published during heyday of European colonialism represents in its multi-
capacity some distinct forms of evils associated with Colonialism. As part of posicolonial
study this article would like to explore forms of such colonial evils. Three distinct forms of
evil are prominently found in the novella: the base, primitive instincts like lust and gre:

i
greed
associated with individual take the shape of evil in some characters; the banality of ordinars

mankind whose wilful silence and assumed denial helps the evil to grow: and the colonial
European hypocrisy and trading secrets shows its evil aspects in Congo. Although Hearr of
Darfness has highlighted more the primitive and base evil, the other colonial evils have been
depicted in its ugly shape through the images, metaphor and phrases in the novella. Going
Uuwough these colonial evils this article would like to contribute to broader understanding of
inclusive humanism.

Kevwaords: Evil, Colonial Site, Hypocrisy, Torture, Humanism.

Introduction
I ton should be concise and define the background and significance of the rescarch by
e the relevant literature, particularly the most recent publications. When preparing
fetion. please bear in mind that some readers will not be experts in your rescarch
undertaking journcy to visit a place of his childhood dream and fascination

lecovered how the place and s mhabitants are fast losing its lustre and it wos
ned o a devil’s playground. Congo was a childhood dream and its shocking
an prompted nm o write down and unmask the evils of colonial enterprise The
Ve fest s nich in s depiction of Colomal evils mamifested in multiple ways

Modkow the prmary narrator, 18 seated aboard a yawl, Nellie, with his tiiends who
hllterent position under the colonial rule: a Company Lhrector, a L awyer, an

a i ode ot ibied s
1i [} Lepna g
v~ n stienge mnd on
' 1 ot of

tor who ke Maclow, has much somdarities with Conrad
soconpany. The atmosphere s gloomy The narration
wapenences made it gloomnuer Pacmly settimg o sinister
vov el thor would hover an the an throughouat the novel
veessiig o eval betore the readars. Marlow, seated i
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Confluence of the Idea of Wilderness and the character of Kurtz in Joseph
Conrad's Heart of Darkness

Md Masihur Rahman™*
Assistant Professor, Department of English. Sukanta Mahavidyalaya. India.
mdmasihur8t@gmail.com
Abstract: With the rise of environmental concerns, the anthropocentric attitude towards nature
has been subjected to severe examination to ascertain whether this philosophical construct has
contributed towards the progress of civilization. Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness comributes

to against the discourse of seeing naturc as a source of merely resources used only for the selfish
interest of human beings. Through the character of Kurtz Conrad draws a painful picture of
Congo region and criticizes European civilization's ruthless and callous treatment of Congeo
region by highlighting Kurtz’s bulky greed for natural resources and even his worrisome

identification with nature and the resultant ecological collapse. But towards the end of his life.

Kurtz had a different vision. He found his home in the wilderness and was willing to ally himself
with natural habitat. Kurtz, a human being, is identified with nature and is presented as a
composite part in a non-hierarchically constructed field. Heart of Darkness is a journey towards
ation of understanding nature/wilderness as an entity in the composite existence of
-living beings which contributes to the sustainable development and
d like to contribute to the idea of

the destin
many other living and non

thriving of all the beings /species of the world. The article woul

Deep Ecology where there is no firm ontological divide in the field of existence.

Keywords: Wilderness, Colonial Exploitation, Anthropocentricism, Ecology, Composite Living.
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Introduction
The idea of Wilderness basically signifies a significant part of

untouched and uncontaminated by the progress of civilization. Such construction of nature is

dertaken/assumed to protect particular habitats/species from the mindless fury of
on of civilization. A deeper relation

nature which remains

generally un

individuals/institution. Wilderness escapes the contaminati
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S HEART OF DARKNESS
Md. Masihur Rahman

Assistant Py, ofessor, Sukanta Mahavidyalaya

DIMENSIONS OF EVIL IN CONRAD’

Abstract

wiitten in “he hts!g:(::'l‘ ﬁ;m; xt of Belgian king Leopold’s reign over the Congo basin, Joseph Conrad’s Hearr of Darkness is a

tential e-\P!O:‘L' in 1899, i ogmm"“ of evil and darkness in an atmosphere dominated by criminality towards humanity. The
novella. published in. l89'ﬂls ased partly on the writer’s personal experience in Congo region where he went as a captain of the
<hip Roi Des P“'gel‘fl:“ et o In this multilayered novella the representation of evil is seen in three distinct perspectives: The base.
primitive instincts 11 f:' _us' anc'l greed takes a definite shape in some characters; The modemn European civilization also shows its
evil aspects in the African region and the banality of ordinary mankind whose willful silence and assumed denial acquiesced evil
w grow portrayed '“h‘hc character of Marlow. It can be argued that through the images. description of Charlic Marlow's
experience of Congo. the author has more highlighted the allure of primitive evil to the detriment of more subtle manifestation of
evil in civilized individuals. The article would like to contribute 1o the discourse on evil/crime against humanity as well as human
rights.

Key words: evil, representation, instincts, civilization, banality.

Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darbress is a highly compact novella where the blending of elements of realism and dreamlike state in
a format of outer framc and Inner story creates aspects of multilayered understanding. Being a part of western canonical literature,
it has :mmctefi criticism. Chinua Achebe has criticized Conrad as a “throughgoing racist” (Achebe. 1988, p.256). Achebe’s
criticism has ignored the perspective of layers of evil and about the problem of evil. Primitive evil inside human heart, evil

thought at the heart o_l‘ civilization and tendency towards banal complicity and conformity of human being dominate the essence of
the novella and contributes to the discourse of evil.

Marlow, the secondary narrator, is seated aboard a yawl. Nellie, with his friends who are enjoying different position under the
colonial rule: a company director. a lawyer, an accountant and an unidentified narrator who like Marlow, has much similarities
with Conrad himself. This coterie of civilized and much accomplished gentleman in their respective profession are enjoying each
other’s company at Thames. The atmosphere is serene, benign, immense and profound. The introductory pages also hint at
primitive power of cruelty dominating a less domesticated nature. They are waiting for the tide. They know well about Thames,
flowing by London. first quoted as the “biggest and the greatest town on Earth” and later it was mentioned as “monstrous”
(Conrad, 2008, p. 103). A “moumnful”. “brooding gloom™ comes above the dense fog and light of London firmly setting a fissure
between wilderness and man-made civilization, hinting at the probability of evil things (Conrad, 2008, p. 103). Firmly setting a

sinister echo of the story at the outset of the novel that would hover in the air throughout the novel, Conrad probably hoped to
bring the processing of evil before the readers.

Marlow, seated in a Buddha like posture with legs crossed, back straight, arms dropped, palm in a prostrate mode started talking
about his sojourn before the group of listeners. Evening darkness descends making the story teller a mystical non-corporeal voice
recollecting strange and unfamiliar incidents to a coterie of friends who are “tolerant of each other’s varns and even convictions™
(Conrad, 2008, p. 103). There is a vague yet slanting remark that one or more of the audiences have been lullabied while listening
“one of Marlow's inconclusive experiences” (Conrad, 2008. p. 107). But strikingly our narrator who is recollecting the whole
thing before us is hypnotized. like the wedding guest (i.e.-the old mariner) in Coleridge’s The Rime of the Ancient Mariner. In
fact, the narrator who has been mesmerized by the magical style of the story-telling of Marlow, is feeling compelled to

disseminate Marlow’s story before the readers who would be awakened to a fresh way of ethical thoughts about imperialism and
evil.

Conrad’s contribution to reformation and humanity lies in the understanding and depiction of the origin and nature of evil. in Heart
of Darkness: the primordial and the corrupting and self-eroding temptation of evil inside the human heart, the darkness in the so-
called progress of civilization and the banal evil found in decent and on:dmary_ peop_!e like Maﬂuw Although there are other
sources of evil found here, the novella is more fascinated with the primordial manifestation of evil.

Primordial evil: while absorbed in story-telling, Marlow is psy:ho?ogi_cal]y withdrawn fro.m. |-Ii5 present plwe'-a.board Nd.‘lle. _!n the
outer frame we see the order, efficiency, refinement and progressive |Eiea of European civilization, but sh; inner :to_ry‘llre ating to
Marlow’s journey into interior parts of Congo is very much conspicuous by the absence of _llhe :aﬂsrel utes ordE:;;.-t :mmnma;
mentioned above. The inner story is filled with dark things like mc_fﬁcmncy. chaos and fertile, < eﬂmm; p:xro“l
temptation of nature. The thoughtful Marlow telling his personal experience in a distant Phﬁ: se;m Bui - :“ . _1:1;3 mi
for the clear understanding of other people including the reader, but also. he speaks ?utm m 'Sm . hadomdrmlhe n
nightmare out to the end~ (Conrad. 2008, p. 178). The sinister resonance hovering in the ouitr e foreeio s afDarl r
Narmative of Marlow's facing forms of evil and his personal initiatives to save Kurtz. principal charac kness
from the captivity of jungle and his obsession with his own dark self.
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Abstract:

There is a time when a teacher can recognize a student’s
tried hard to reach out to the difficult areas! y
months and we are struggling to cope with the new normal— ‘

obstacles and challenges that we have to ov
well-being . and mental trauma. The scarcit

herdimmunity we are still lagging to produc
umely decision!
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I
As a isi i i
il :Y;l;:s;ic;ei?;tcsiecg::ltsobl;c:'i::sc(tjhe ntatlon w1tcll1Cal3!vid 19 wreaking havoc in all spheres of
s » life se ) me to a standstill. Naturally, with the primary insti
appal:;:;:;m?f ;h;igrt:;)r:;, la;t:uecda;::(:::ia; mtsi:tuuogs hl\ave been closed since 24lhpMarcr:}t{x lzn(}s;gl?tb?lf
e . ! ation ta e a ‘backseat’, the government insists on shifting
% t;: Ez;r:tfi_(c)lru;eu::'iienzllcﬂ:n‘% ;:ya'sssi:‘s:znl]zntﬂ on virtual lplarforms, underscoring the fact that djgitizitzgz
! for s rid. However, the question that plagues our mind is ths
ii:: hS:rcnl;lE a sr;qatlon the focus should be aclua!ly on h.uman life, why is fheggovcmmentn:u;i t:?&;\:zz::
D 'S W lCl-l do not help us any better in fighting this pandemic situation? ;
Suste::?cgc ziisllrlne ;:f the pandemic, infused with :l‘aili‘ng cconomies,when man’s survival and
b withouta ;t.a e, 'th‘efc are no doubt !h_:\t education is a privilege. Yet education is one of the
it o ! which .CIVII!ZﬂllGH cannot (FXIS!. When ph?'su:al proximity is deathly dangerous, the
mnvcyon”:;: Lel‘lll:ll'y, intoxicated by the v:rtuall and pmcucnlly living in it, quite obviously makes a
hat trajectory and pretends to call it *online education’.
imef::::)r([l;ng Eo U'h:I[Cl_EF, ir} 71 countries wctrldwidc, less than half the population has access to the
Bl espite this disparity, 73 percent ot govermments out of 127 reporting countries are using
e platforms to deliver education while schools remain closed. Even developing countries across
::t:ZnASI‘:;;:;;ﬂ_EI}: the Curil?bean 1region cn.q.almsizc lc‘arn‘ifu.; thr.oftgh online plutt‘qnns.i\s m::t_r!y 1.2
ildren remain affected by school closures and as they grapple with the realities of
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